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Yank Platoon Balks at Defensive Task

PHU BAI, Vietnam (AP) —
About 100 American soldiers
from one of the last two com-
bat infantry brigades in Viet-
nam balked at being assigned
to man a forward defense posi-
tion Wednesday because they
considered It too dangerous.

They finally relented, but 45
of them carried out the order
only when they were told their
absence would endanger anoth-
er U.S. unit already In the

(Contlnued From Page 1)
loaded with booby traps circu-
Jated among some members of
the unit.

“Numerous correspondents
were in the area interviewing
soldiers. Several soldiers “told
correspondents  that they did
not want to go Into the field.
None of the soldiers actually
refused to go into the field or
falled to obey the orders of
their officers and noncommis-
sioned officers.”

Correspondents
nessed the Incident
account:

When the men arrived from
Da Nang by transport plane,
they were ordered Into trucks
to be taken near the arca they
were to patrol, about three
miles west of Phu Bal,

The troops would not move. A
lleutenant asked for volunteers,

who wit-
gave this

area, onc of the men sald. He
sald the reluctant troops felt
the path they had to take to get
to the positon was Joaded with
booby traps.

In Saigon, the U.S. Command
said that none of the soldiers
actually refused to go into the
field or falled to obey orders of
their officers and noncommis-
sioned officers.

“The soldiers are presently
occupying the originally

and a handful got aboard the
trucks. Then a caplain and sen-
for noncommissioned officers
talked to the men, and within
an hour all of them got aboard
except one platoon of approxi-
mately 45 men,

Lt. Col. Frederick P. Mitchell,
the commander of the balta-
lion, told them to get aboard
the trucks and they would be
taken to the U.S. compound
near the air base. He apparent-
ly wanted to get them away
from newsmen who had cov-
ered their arrival,

Mitchell turned to the news-
men and sald: *“All you press
are bastards, I blame you for
this and you can quole me on
i

The men got aboard the
trucks and were then taken to
the compound. There all of the
company except the one pla-
toon pilled aboard trucks lo go
to their forward position.

planned defensive position in
the vicinity of Phu Bal” the
command said in a statement.
“The element is part of a 800-
man task force moved into Phu
Bal yesterday for the purpose
of securing U.S. troops and In-
stallations in the Phu Bal
area."

Phu Bal is just south of Hue,
the ancient Imperial capital
and a presumed major target of
the current North Vietnamese

Mitchell told the reluctant
platoon that another company,
Alpha Company, had been
flown Into the same area by
helicopter during the moming
and that the Alpha men would
be vulnerable to attack If the
platoon did not move Into the
area,

Plc. Terry Simons sald that
on that basis, the platoon would
go. Simons sald he was from
Michigan but did not disclose
his hometown,

He sald the men balked inl-
tially because they felt the area
was highly booby trapped. The
trucks were to take them only
near the area and they would
have to walk approximately
two miles, he said.

The Americans resenied hav-

offensive. The base {s 57

south of the Demilitarized erolr‘;‘
> The command's account sald;
“Today at 3 p.m., elements ol
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry
196th Infantry Brigade, were
making preparations for move-
ment lo defensive positions |a
the vicinity of Phu Bal, ?

“Rumor 1o the effect that the
area was an ambush gite

(Continued oa Back Page, Col.1)

Ing to walk through a booby
trapped region while U.S. heli-
copters that could have taken
them were supporting South
Vietnamese troops, Simons said.

He said the men also didn't
feel it was possible to de
fend the position because all
told there were only 200 Ameri-
cans in the two U.S, companics
and they were outnumbered by
large North Vietnamese forces
on the olfensive.

April 1972




Building new

URIOUS BATTLE

ilitry men in
»d a plaintive
can be defeat-
mly they will
» Communists
Ju Easter Sun-
anoi’s master
n Giap, un-

nd-seek guer-
conventional
: the battle of

, armies

Jdinable front
on the sands
, and in a
les north of
red  between

Newsweek,

lorcements, the Army of South
{ARVN) had so far found it im le
to dislodge the cnemy from t pro-
vincial capital of An Loc. Ominously,
Communist_rockets began to crash into
such major cities as Da Nang and Saigon.
There was even an embarrassing mo-
ment when a unit of the U.S, 196th Light
Infantry Brigade, sent to guard a super-
secret radio installation at Phu Bai, brief-
ly refused to carry out orders. Yet al-
though the situation was dicey enough
to force Presidential adviser Henry Kis-
singer to cancel a trip to Japan, the U.S.
command felt confident that the ARVN,
with the support of U.S. air power
(page 12), could blunt the offensive.
In part, this cautious optimism was
bomn of some encouraging battlefield suc-
cesses by the ARVN, After North Viet-
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